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On Dec. 5, at the request of Haitian President Rene Preval, the UN Security Council unanimously
passed a resolution to extend the UN Support Mission in Haiti (UNSMIH) until May 1997. Although
the UN agreed to the extension, including a "possible" additional two months, through July
1997, Russia and China made it clear that they would not back any further extensions. The UN
mission comprises 300 civilians and 500 military personnel and is funded by contributions from UN
members. The Canadian government provides another 700 military and civilian personnel. The UN
mission took over in 1995 from departing US troops, who had led the 1994 invasion to restore exiled
former president Jean Bertrand Aristide to power (see NotiSur, 9/23/94, 02/03/95, 01/27/95, 04/07/95).
The UN force, under the command of a Canadian general, has been training a national police force
and helping consolidate democracy for the government of President Preval. Preval made the request
to the UN in mid-November, asking that the presence of the UN mission be extended eight months
beyond the targeted departure date of Nov. 30 (see NotiSur, 08/30/96).
Preval said that, despite the previous six-month extension, more time was needed to prepare a
Haitian security force capable of confronting problems such as drug trafficking and of guaranteeing
public security. Despite recent improvement in public security, many problems remain, and the
Preval administration believes that leaders of the de facto regimes that were in power following the
1991 overthrow of Aristide are fomenting anti-government activities.
The previous extension of the UN's Haitian operation met serious opposition from China and, to a
lesser extent, from Russia. China objected because Preval and Aristide maintained diplomatic ties
with Taiwan. Russia complained that the Security Council has been more inclined to give assistance
to Haiti than to peace operations in some Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) countries
where ethnic divisions have erupted in unrest.
The latest Security Council resolution underscored the UN's commitment to the creation in Haiti
of "a professional national police force, fully operational and autonomous, with adequate structure
and size and capable of carrying out the full range of police functions to consolidate democracy
and revitalize the system of the administration of justice in Haiti." The resolution recognized "that
rehabilitation and economic reconstruction constitute the principal tasks facing the government and
the people of Haiti." It also said it is essential that "the Haitian government and the international
financial institutions continue their close collaboration to permit additional financial aid."
In calling for support of the resolution, Canada's UN Ambassador Robert Fowler said that the UN
presence provided stability for the Preval government. "We consider that the UN presence in Haiti
has been successful in achieving what is a very ambitious mandate," Fowler said. Fowler said the
eight-month extension should be sufficient to make a valuable contribution to the establishment of
"an effective and independent" Haitian National Police. (Sources: Reuter, 11/13/96; Spanish news
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service EFE, 11/13/96, 11/21/96; 12/05/96; United Press International, 12/05/96; New York Times,
12/06/96)
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